World Day to Combat Desertification (WDCD) Celebrated by
ENVIS Centre at CAZRI

WDCD is celebrated on 17" June, 2016 every year world over as per United Nation's
convention on Combating Desertification. Accordingly, ENVIS centre on Combating
Desertification at ICAR-CAZRI celebrated the world day to combat desertification by
organizing a special lecture on 16™ June, 2016. The invited speaker was Dr. P. Santra,
Sr. Scientist (Soil Physics) who deliberated on "Wind Erosion and Desertification".
Besides scientists and staff of CAZRI, this lecture was attended by Dr. S.S. Rao, GM,
RRSC-West, Dr. Toteja, Director DMRC, Dr. Vinod Maina, In charge, BSI and Dr. C.S.
Purohit, Sci. B, BSI, Dr. G. Singh, Scientist G, AFRI, Jodhpur and Scientists from
Defense Lab, Jodhpur.

Dr. Santra gave an excellent exposition of dynamics of the wind erosion, its impacts,
possible control measures as well as future lines of work. Of particular interest was
transport of dust to longer distance and the impact of dust particles on health in far flung
areas such as eastern UP and Bihar. Of particular relevance to agriculture was nutrient
loss due to removal of soil by wind and crop damage due to its abrasive action and
deposition that affects even rail and road network. Audience also participated in the

lively discussion.

Dr. O.P. Yadav, Chairman ENVIS and Director CAZRI emphasized the importance of
wind erosion control research as an essential component of combating desertification.
The techniques and technologies developed by CAZRI for wind erosion control are
known world over and these are now much in demand by various agencies. But their

application is equally important and desired for benefitting the farmers.

On 17" June, 2016, entire ENVIS CAZRI team participated in the main city events on
WDCD at AFRI, Jodhpur. This programme was chaired by Sh. Gajendra Singh
Shekhawat, MP, Jodhpur. A book written by Dr. Suresh Kumar, Coordinator, ENVIS
and Dr. Kulloli. R. N., Program Officer, ENVIS, on "Cacti in Desert Botanical Garden"
was released by the Chairman. In the afternoon, Dr. Suresh Kumar also delivered a

lecture on "Ecological Management of Arid Lands for Combating Desertification”. This



was attended by Scientists of AFRI, SAC, Ahmedabad, RRSC-West, Jodhpur and other

organizations.
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Dainik Navjyoti, Jodhpur 17" June, 2016
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