










both from arid warm regions and more humid and colder
parts of the world.
Workshop sessions will include:
• Rangeland degradation - an overview;

• Degradation and desertification assessment.

• Policy implications - a path to the future;

• Posters.
For further information contact:
Olafur Arnalds Agriculture Research Institute
Keldnabolt
112Reykjavic
Iceland
Email : ola@rara.is
Phone: 354-577-1010
Fax: 354-577-1020
Home Page: http:/www.RALA.IS.RADE

ISOME DESERTS OF THE WORLDI

THE AUSTRALIAN DESERT
LOCATION: Australian interior.

AREA : 3,300,000 Km2/1,300,000 Sq. mls, semi-arid
lands cover an additional 2,500,000 km2/1,000,000 sq
mls.

ALTITUDE : Varies from 12 m/40 ft below sea level at
Lake Eyre to more than 1,220 m/4,000 ft in the Macdon-
nell Range (Northern Territory), averaging up to about
300-450 m/1,000-1,500 ft.

CLIMATE: Dry continental and subtropical, characterized
by warm or hot summers and mild winters.

Rainfall is influenced by two separate systems: the An-
tarctic System from the south in the winter, and the Mon-
soonal System from the north in the summer, and varies
from less than 125 mm/5 in a year at Lake Eyre in' south
Australia to more than 760mm/30 fn in the Kimberley
region of northern western Australia. Daily temperatures
at Alice Springs in January (the hottest month) range from
a maximum of 35°C/95°F to a minimum of 20°C/68°F. The
absolute extremes are 47°C/117QFand 5°C/23°F. The ab-
solute extremes are 47°C/117°F and -SoC/230F Fluctua-
tions between day and night temperatures are very wide.

THE TURKESTAN DESERT
LOCATION : Central Asia, extending from the Caspian
Sea in the west to Dzungaria in the east, and from about
48° N to the borders of Iran and Afghanistan in the south,
reaching to the foothills of the mountain ranges of Kyr-
gyzstan and Tajikistan in the southeast.
AREA: 1,800,000 km2/700,000 sq mls.
ALTITUDE: From 26m/85ft below sea level in the vicinity
of the Caspian to about 360 m/1,200 ft in the east.

CLIMATE : Continental. Summers torrid ; winters vary
from cold with severe frosts in the north to moist and cam-
paratively warm in the south. Mean annual precipitation
160-170 mm/6-7 in at Kyzylkum, and 75mm/3 in along the
lower reaches of the Amu Darya, Turkestan is the hottest
part of the former Soviet Union. Mean monthly tempera-
ture for July at Repetek 32°C/89°F. Winter temperatures in
the south may fall to -26°C/-14.8°F (Ashkabad) and to
-42°C/43.6°F (Northern Aral). A characteristic feature of
these deserts in the exceptionally wide variation between
maximum and minimum daily temperatures, which can
fluctuate as much as 21°C/70°F during a 24-hour period.
In places exposed to the sun, temperatures may reach
79.4°C/1750F by day and drop to 21°C/700F at night, a
variation of about 38°C/100°F in a few hours.

THE AFRICAN DESERT

LOCATION : Northeastern Africa, at the entrance to the
Red Sea. Extending from Somalia's narrow coastal plain
(the Guban), inland to the foothills of the Ethiopian High-
lands, merging into the Danakil Desert in the north and
the Northern Frontier Region of Kenya southwards to the
Tana River.

AREA: 1,300,000 km2/500,000 sq mls, of which 637,000
km2/246,000 sq mls lie within the political boundaries of
Somalia.

ALTITUDE: From sea level to about .\,220 m/4,000 It.

CLIMATE: Tropical. Hot and humid on the coast; hot and
dry inland. Under monsonal influence, the long rains are
in April- June and the short rains in October-December.
Mean annual rainfall ranges from 100 mm/4 in in the
northwest, 200-300 mm/8-12 in on the central plateau, in-
creasing to 500-600 mm/20-24 in in the northwestern and
southwestern parts of Somalia. Instead of being evenly
spread, the little rain that falls is concentrated in a few
downpours of high intensity.

THE NAMIB DESERT

LOCATION : Centred on Namibia, extending for 2,800
km/1,750 mls from south of the Orange River to the
Kunene River and into Angola, varying in width from about
25 km/15mls to 140 km/85 mls.

AREA: 135,000 km2/52,000 sq mls.

ALTITUDE: Rising from sea level to about 900 m/3,000 ft
on the inland escarpment. with occasional isolated mas-
sifs such as the Brandberg (2,579 m/8,462 ft).
CLIMATE: Oceanic. Mean annual rainfall 23 mm/0.9 in,
varying from 5 mm/0.25 in or less along the coastal strip
(where precipitation is more than doubled by condensed
fog water), increasing to 100 mm/4 in inland. Mean daily
temperature 16/18°C/60-64°F; maximum summer
temperature 35°C/95°F.
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IDESERTIFICATION POEMI

odo not fall my little one

we'll rest at this dead tree

I'll lie you on this broken scree

where lizards used to run

And IOU must surely perish here
at the mercy of the sun.

, You must die my little one

as children always do

Who live beyond the watermark

of the {loodplain and the dew.

o urchin with your limbs so thin

·0 misbegotten clay

You must lie there with the carrion

I shall mourn you for a day

I would carry you to the Pearly Gates
as I've led you here through hell

I would cool you in those caves of ice

I would have you drink your/ill

Of the crystal springs of Paradise

if I only had my will.

(Source - UNEP)
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