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Haloxylon salicornicum (Family Chenopodiaceae) locally known
as Lana is an important multi-branched shrub of Thar Desert. In
western Rajasthan, it is distributed in the districts of Bikaner,
Jaisalmer and Srigangangar. It is also found in Israel, Jordan,
Egypt, Saudi Arabia, Kuwait, Oman, United Arab Emirates,
Afghanistan and Pakistan. Extremely reduced leaves, thick cuticle,
sunken stomata, deep and extensive root system are the important
adaptive characters of the species which make it to survive under
water-limiting environment. There is a local proverb about Lana
expressing its distribution in the area:
“Etta Tota, beech Bardana, Chhaman, Seetu Diggu Rono Bhadariya
ro sukho chhano Askand ra leela lana Nachane ro Kot Bakhano”

Economic Importance
It’s seeds are edible and mixed with seeds of pearl millet, Sewan
grass (Lasiurus sindicus), Murath grass (Panicum turgidum), and
the flour is used for making chapatis. Canopy of "Lana" provides
excellent site for production of edible mushroom locally known as
"Khumbi". These grow profusely under the canopy of Lana during
rainy season (July-September) and people collect it for their own
consumption and also sale in local market.
It is being an important feed resource, particularly well known
for camel. It’s fruiting tops (locally known as Fuli) are nutritious
feed and contains 14-19% protein.
The ash of the plant is used by desert inhabitants in skin
diseases. The seeds are also used by the traditional practitioners as
a herbal medicine.
Dried branches are traditionally used as fuel wood and supposed
to give less smoke.
Ecological Importance and Conservation
Its multi-branched habit, wide canopy and deep root system make
it an ideal woody perennial species to survive in harsh arid
environment and to protect the soil cover. There is need to
conserve the natural areas of Lana particularly in Jaisalmer district.
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dk okuLifrd uke gsyksfDlyksu lsyhdkfuZde gS] ;g ,d
cgq'kk[kh; NksVh >kM+h gSA Hkkjro"kZ esa ;g if'peh jktLFkku ds
chdkusj] Jhxaxkuxj ,ao tSlyesj ftys esa izk—frd :i ls feyrh gSA
yk.kk ds fo"k; esa izpfyr yksdksfDr ls blds foLrkj dh tkudkjh
feyrh gS

if'peh jktLFkku esa tgk¡ yk.kk izpqj ek=k esa miyC/k jgk gS blds
chtksa dks cktjs o vU; ds lkFk feykdj jksVh o <ksdyh cukrs gSaA
yk.kk ds uhps mxus okyh izkd`frd [kqEch vR;f/kd Lokfn"V ,ao
xq.koRrk ls Hkjiwj gksrh gSA xzkeh.k tu bls bdÎk djds Lo;a iz;ksx
esa rks ysrs gh gSa lkFk gh LFkkuh; cktkj esa cspdj vfrfjDr vk; Hkh
vftZr djrs gSaA
Å¡V ds pkjs ds fy, yk.kk dh fo'ks"k :i ls igpku jgh gSA izk;%
pkjs ds fy, bldh Qwyh dks nwljs pkjksa ds lkFk mi;ksx esa fy;k
tkrk gSA bldh Qwyh esa izksVhu dh ek=k 14-0 ls 19-0 izfr'kr rd
gksrh gSA
LFkkuh; yksx bldh jk[k dk mi;ksx peZ jksx fuokj.k gsrq djrs gSaA
ikjEifjd fpfdRld blds chtksa dk mu;ksx vkkS"k/kh gsrq djrs gSaA
yk.kk dh lw[kh ydfM+;ka bZa/ku ds :i esa Hkh mi;ksx dh tkrh gSa
ekuk tkrk gS fd ;g de /kqvk¡ o vf/kd rki nsrh gSA
bl >kM+h ds cgq'kk[kh;] vf/kd QSyko rFkk xgjs tM+ ra= ds dkj.k
vfr 'kq"d {ks=ksa ds fy, ,d vkn'kZ iztkfr gS tks e`nk dk vijnu
ugha gksus nsrh o rst gok ds nkSjku e`nk dk laj{k.k djrh gSA blds
izk—frd {ks=ksa ds LoLFkkus laj{k.k dh vko’;drk gSA
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